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PERTH POLICE COMPLEX 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Police) [12.06 pm]: Earlier today I announced the start of work 
on the $113 million Perth police complex in Northbridge. The complex will be built on the corner of Roe, 
Fitzgerald and James Streets and will accommodate 500 police officers and staff. It will be a 24-hour facility and 
will comprise the Perth watch-house, a Magistrates Court and the Perth police centre, which will comprise Perth 
Police Station and the central metropolitan district office. The facility has been designed to improve policing in 
Northbridge, in Perth central business district and in the western suburbs. 

Currently, policing resources are spread throughout the central police district. This project will bring these 
separate units into one state-of-the-art building, which is consistent with the needs of modern policing. Because 
Perth watch-house will be located on the site, police will also be able to deal with offenders more efficiently, 
providing a better overall service to the Northbridge area. Perth watch-house will provide overnight detention�
up to 48 hours�for 72 people in custody who cannot be bailed and are awaiting an initial court appearance, or 
short-term accommodation for 40 drop-and-go detainees. The single Magistrates Court will operate six days a 
week. 

The Perth police complex is one of many state government initiatives that will ensure our police officers are well 
resourced. Other initiatives include $208.5 million for an additional 500 officers and 200 support staff; 
$47.5 million to expand the Perth metropolitan radio network; $34 million to build new and replacement police 
stations; and $8 million to reopen country police stations. Construction of the Perth police complex is expected 
to begin in mid-2010, with completion scheduled in mid-2012. 
 


